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Governor’s	Renewed	Vision	in	pursuing	
Transparency,	Equitable	Treatment	in	
Healthcare,	and	reestablishing	Credibility	
with	the	Federal	Government		



Transparency	and	Credibility	

Some	of	Puerto	Rico’s	Challenges:	Disaster	Recovery,	
Economic	Redevelopment/Revitalization,	and	
Healthcare	Parity.

• Equality for Federal Programs.

• Restoring Credibility for Puerto Rico.

• Governor Vázquez Garced’s D.C. Visit.
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Transparency	and	Credibility	

PRFAA	scheduled	over	20	meetings	with	key	federal	agencies	and	Congressional	leaders	for	
Governor	Vázquez	Garced	and	her	Cabinet	to	have	during	her	first	official	visit	to	Washington.	

Congressional Leaders like: Speaker Pelosi, Senate Democratic Leader Schumer, House
Majority Leader Hoyer, House Minority Leader McCarthy, House Energy & Commerce
Committee Ranking Member Walden, Chair and Ranking Member of the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee Senators Murkowski and Manchin among others.
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Gov.	Vázquez	and	Speaker	Pelosi

Gov.	Vázquez	and	Leader	Schumer Gov.	Vázquez	and	Majority	Leader	Hoyer

Gov.	Vázquez	and	Secretary	Carson	 Gov.	Vázquez	and	Leader	McCarthy

Official	Meetings	in	Washington,	D.C.	



5

In	the	News…



PRFAA set up a series of conference calls for the
Governor with the Administration and Members of
Congress.

Governor	Wanda	Vázquez	Garced’s	first	call	with	the	
White	House	on	August	16th,	2019.
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Gov.	Vázquez	Speaks	with	the	
White	House



Letter	to	Congress	about	Puerto	Rico’s		Medicaid	Fraud	
Prevention	Measures	&	Necessary	Medicaid	Funding



Our	Priorities	

• Focus	on	the	need	to	strengthen	Puerto	Rico’s	
healthcare	system	by	ensuring	necessary	federal	
funding	for	Puerto	Rico.	We	continue	to	work	
tirelessly	in	Washington	to	achieve	parity	for	Puerto	
Rico’s	federal	healthcare	programs,	like	Medicaid,	
Medicare,	and	Medicare	Advantage,	and	advocate	for	
the	elimination	of	other	Medicare	Payment	Rules	
disparities.			

• Advocate	for	the	disbursement	of	disaster	recovery	
funds	appropriated	by	Congress,	to	repair	and	
rebuild	resilient	infrastructure	and	the	power	grid.

• Inform	Congress	and	the	Administration	of	the	
oversight,	fiscal	management,	and	program	integrity	
measures	Puerto	Rico	is	currently	undertaking.
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Medicaid	

• The	program	has	multiple	sources	of	federal	funding:	
Section	1108,	Affordable	Care	Act	funding,	or	
increased	funding	under	the	Bipartisan	Budged	Act.

• The	constant	funding	cuts	the	program	faces	due	to	
Congress	assigning	expiration	dates	to	the	funds.

• We	have	been	advocating	for	Medicaid	funding,	
specifically	four	years	of	increased	funding,	and	
increased	FMAP	for	healthcare	of	the	Island.	
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Nearly	1.5	million	U.S.	citizens	are	enrolled	in	the	
program	on	Puerto	Rico,	nearly	half	the	total	

population	and	some	of	our	nation’s	most	vulnerable	
citizens.			



Puerto	Rico’s	Medicaid	
Program	vs.	States	Medicaid	

Programs	
• Unlike	the	50	states	and	the	District	of	Columbia,	
Puerto	Rico	receives	a	different	Federal	Matching	
Assistance	Percentage	(FMAP),	set	in	statute	at	55%,	
with	an	additional	capped	block	grant	funding	
mandated	by	Section	1108(g)	of	the	Social	Security	
Act.	

• The	Medicaid	program	in	Puerto	Rico	is	chronically	
underfunded	with	only	a	limited	number	of	
mandatory	services	provided.	

• Only	10	out	of	the	17	mandatory	services	are	
currently	provided,	not	covering	resources	like	
nursing	facility	services	or	non-emergency	medical	
transportation.

• PRFAA,	along	with	Salud and	many	other	healthcare	
stakeholders,	are	working	in	Washington	to	support	
the	enactment	of	Territories	Health	Care	
Improvement	Act.

10



Facts	about	Medicaid	in	
Puerto	Rico

• Puerto	Rico	does	not	receive	the	same	services	as	
Medicaid	beneficiaries	in	Alabama,	Pennsylvania	or	
California.

• Puerto	Rico’s	Medicaid	program	is	funded	as	a	block	
grant	as	opposed	to	an	entitlement	program.	

• The chronic underfunding of the block grant by
Congress has created the issue of the Island having to
come back to Congress time and time again because
the funding for the program is not tied to need, but
instead tied to an arbitrary funding level.
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Thank		you
If	you	are	ever	in	DC	and	
would	like	to	stop	by,	
please	do.	

My	team	and	I	would	be	
happy	to	meet	with	you	
to	discuss	ways	we	can	
work	together.


